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Agricultural Summary 
 

Subsoil and topsoil moisture around Utah seems to be drying out.  
Farmers are hoping that there is enough water to finish out the season. 
High feed prices continue to be a major concern among livestock.  Days 
suitable for work were 7.0 days.   
 

Field Crops Summary 
 

Box Elder reports that the weather continued to be hot and dry in the 
county. Farmers are busy finishing the grain harvest and they are 
swathing and baling their straw. Producers are also preparing grain 
fields for fall plantings. Producers are looking to put more acreage into 
alfalfa with the good alfalfa prices that have been received this year. 
Safflower is ripening and should be cut in the next two or three weeks. 
Much of the crop is in poor condition and there are fewer acres this 
year. Corn has progressed nicely and the silage corn harvest will begin 
very soon. Alfalfa seed producers will begin to harvest their crop in the 
next 10 days. They are very optimistic about the yields this year.  Cache 
County available water in irrigation companies is starting to dwindle but 
it appears most will have adequate for the growing season.  Morgan 
County reports that  due to the lack of summer rains, ranges are very 
dry and forage is becoming scarce.  Weber County reports grain harvest 
is nearly finished. Grain yields were good, but slightly below farmers 
expectations. Third crop alfalfa harvest has been completed and farmers 
report excellent hay yields this summer. Corn is about a week behind in 
maturity due to cold weather experienced in May. Emery County 
reports warm, dry weather continued over the area this past week. 
Irrigated crops continue to do very well. Most of the second crop hay 
has been cut and the yields have been good. Stock water is beginning to 
be a problem as the summer rains were spotty.  Beaver County reports 
the weather has also been dry and hot.  Unfortunately 3rd crop alfalfa is 
only growing well where there is still adequate irrigation water 
available. 
 

Livestock Summary 
 

Box Elder County livestock producers report that conditions are dry but 
overall the livestock seem to be doing fairly well. Sheep producers will 
begin to sort and ship lambs in the next two to three weeks. Feed prices 
remain high and several cattle producers are planning to cull heavily 
this fall because of the high feed prices.  Cache County reports no major 
insect problems this week with the exception of flies and mosquito's 
with livestock. Prices for commodities continue to be high. Some 
livestock and dairy producers will likely sell part of their herds because 
of their unwillingness or inability to pay high prices for feed.  Emery 
County reports livestock continue to graze on the mountains and the 
grazing has been good this year.  Summit County reports livestock 
producers report summer ranges continue to dry out.  
 
 

 
Crop Progress 

for Week Ending August 24, 2008 

Item Current 
Week 

Previous 
Week 

Previous 
Year 

5 Year 
Average 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Onions Harvested 
Barley Harvested (Grain) 
Oats Harvested (Grain) 
Spring Wheat Harvested 
Winter Wheat Harvested 
Alfalfa Second Cutting 
Alfalfa Third Cutting 
Other Hay Cut 
Peach Harvested 

24 
82 
47 
71 
89 
93 
25 
91 
38 

18 
65 
28 
48 
81 
88 
15 
90 
29 

29 
85 
74 
91 
97 

100 
74 
99 
44 

20 
85 
69 
80 
91 
99 
55 
98 
37 

 
Crop & Livestock Condition 

for Week Ending August 24, 2008 
Item Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Range & Pasture 6 15 24 48 7 
 
 

Soil Moisture 
for Week Ending August 24, 2008 

Item Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Topsoil 
Subsoil 
Stock water supplies 

18 
14 
11 

46 
43 
21 

36 
43 
68 

0 
0 
0 
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